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that he should break his fast before the 12th day of the fortnight
expires so as to obtain the full benefit of the dwadasi vrata.
He did not want to violate either of the two dharmas. The
brahmanas then advised him that he could sip a little water as
drinking water would be regarded as neither eating nor fasting.
The king agreed with this decision. Having sipped the water, the
king waited for the return of Durvasa. Durvasa returned from
Yamuna. He knew by second sight that the king had partaken
of water. Durvasa's body trembled with anger. He felt that the
king had transgressed duty in not having waited for his atithi.
He plucked a hair from his mattedhair, raised an evil spirit out
of it which was as fierce as the fire which comes at the time of
the dissolution of the world. He directed that fire towards the
king. The king saw this flaming apparition armed with a sword
shaking its head and coming fast towards him. He closed his
eyes and prayed to Perumal. The Lord's discus which He had
sent earlier to guard His devotee spun into action. The discus
burnt that spirit even as a forest fire might burn an angered
snake. Durvasa saw that the discus was fast approaching him
also. He ran to save himself. But the discus pursued him.
Durvasa sought shelter in a cave of Mount Mem. But the
discus went there also in search of him. The rishi realised that
there was no place in the sky, in the earth, the subterranean
regions, the oceans, the upper world etc., where he could hide
and avoid the terrible Sudarsana, Finally, he went to Virinehi
(Brahma) and sought protection. Brahma said that He himself
being subject to the will of Perumal, acts as per His command
and hence He cannot protect Durvasa. Durvasa then sought the
protection of Siva who lives in Kailasa. Rudra also expressed
His helplessness against the almighty Lord. He said that He
Himself was a part of Lord Vishnu's maya and that Vishnu is the
Supreme Lord. Siva advised Durvasa to go and fall at the feet
of Hari Himself and that He will do whatever is good for him.
Durvasa then went to Vaikuntha. With his body trembling with
fear, he fell at the feet of Vishnu. He confessed to Achyuta that
he had sinned by offending His devotee. He sought pardon. The
Lord replied that He himself was in the hands of His devotees.
His reply which appears in The Bhagavatam is also repeated
in several places. God said, "I love My devotees and the saintly
souls have by their love ravished My heart I should have no